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Firestone in Liberia 
Leased one million acre of land in 1926 



Good Actors and Bad Actors 



Propaganda 

As people have become more aware, propaganda has become more 
sophisticated.  



Public Diplomacy - Psychological Warfare 

Using water as a mean to win the hearts and minds of local population  

US Combined Joint Task Force – Horn of Africa (CJTF-HOA). Lieutenant Commander Jorge Contreras during a well 
dedication ceremony at Ad Bouya, Djiboty, on April 9, 2008. To develop and nurture partnerships and promote 
regional stability in the Horn of Africa (Brigety, 2008: Center for American Progress) 



Moving Beyond Political Hypocrisy 

1) The world system is dominated by the strongest states that are selfish and 
dangerous, always prepared to go to war if warfare can advance their 
political and economic interests.  

2) The international sphere is anarchic and there is no government above 
governments. The United Nations is an international platform for 
negotiations, where the real power rest in the Permanent Five members of 
the Security Council.  

3) International law is predominantly an instrument of strong states, which sets 
the rules of the game. Strong states do what they want - weak states do 
what the can. 

4) Foreign policies of strong states are usually disguised by benevolent 
rhetoric. Colonisation was presented as the “White Man’s Burden”, and a 
“civilising mission”. Today similar imperial polices are disguised by 
notions of human rights, democracy, good governance, foreign aid, and in 
relation to military interventions; “The Responsibility to Protect”.  



Bribery Disguised as Foreign Aid 

“what goes by the name of foreign 
aid today is in the nature of 
bribes”, which “appears in the 
guise of aid for economic 
development”.  

Foreign aid is a “weapon in the 
political armory of the nation … 
aiming to maintain or strengthen 
the status quo and serving in 
disguise the traditional ends of 
colonialism” (Morgenthau, 
2006) 





Conceptualisation of Neocolonialism  

“survival of the colonial system in spite of formal recognition 
of political independence in emerging countries which become 
the victims of an indirect and subtle form of domination”.  

It is exerted by, “imposing unequal economic, military and 
technical conventions; by creating puppet governments 
following false elections”.  

When these mechanisms appear insufficient other approaches 
may be applied such as military interventions guided by the 
United Nations, balkanisation or systematic division of the 
political forces.  

Main purpose of neo-colonialism is to ensure access to markets, 
natural resources and cheap labour. (AAPC, 1961). 

Resolution on Neocolonialism  
adopted by the All-African Peoples Conference (AAPC) in Cairo 1961 

US Soldiers in Somalia  

Operation Restore Hope 
1993 

French Soldier in the  

DR Congo,   



Covert Operations – The Invisible Hand of the Market 

•  Between 1966 and 1976 Africa experienced 
109 coup attempts of where 51 were 
successful and 58 were unsuccessful (Frank, 
1981: 293) 

•  1976 the US Senate Select Committee to 
Study Governmental Operations with 
Respect to Intelligence Activities (Church 
Committee), published fourteen reports on 
US overseas intelligence activities from 
1945 to 1975, which numbered at 900 major 
operations and 3000 minor operations 
(Stockwell, 1991)  

President Kwame Nkrumah, 
removed from power in 1966 

Prime Ministre Patrice 
Lumumba, murdered in 1961 



The Role of the Military 

E. H. Carr: The historical role of the American fleet in Latin American 
waters and the British fleet elsewhere, evidence that “if dollars where a 
humanitarian substitute for bullets, they could and would be reinforced 
by bullets in case of political need” (Carr, 2002 [1939]: 115). 

Joseph Nye: “to ignore the role of military security in an era of economic 
and information growth is like forgetting the importance of oxygen to 
our breathing” (Nye, 2003)  

Thomas Friedman: “McDonald’s cannot flourish without McDonnell 
Douglass, the designer of the U.S. Air Force F15. And the hidden fist 
that keeps the world safe for Silicon Valley’s technologies to flourish is 
called the U.S. Army, Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps” (Friedman, 
1999)  



 US-AFRICOM’s Security Support Environment Model 

AFRICA 
(AU, REC,  
Nations) 

AFRICOM 

INTER 
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Military Service Support Skills  

Military Support Skills  

Military Operational Skills  
Source: Office of the Secretary of Defense. Theresa Whelan, Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for African Affairs 

The Neocolonial State in the Age of Globalisation 


