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International Land Coalition
• A global alliance of 83 civil society and 

intergovernmental organisations working 
together to promote secure and equitable 
access to and control over land for poor 
women and men through advocacy, 
dialogue and capacity building. 

• Members include IGOs, farmer
organisations, research centres, trade
unions, NGOs, CSOs

• www.landcoalition.org/



Distinctives of the current rush
1. Scale of land acquisitions (40m Ha?)
2. Role of home and host governments
3. Lack of transparency
4. Context of liberalisation of markets, FTAs
5. Inverse relatonship between investor interest and governance
6. Drivers: security and profits: food, fuel, fibre, tourism, mining,carbon



Opportunities
• Employment

creation and 
stimulation of rural 
economies

• Food production 
and food security

• Technology
transfer and 
upgrading

• Infrastructural
development



Risks
• Dispossession from land 

and natural resources, 
patricularly for ‘marginal 
populations’

• Narrowing of livelihood
opportunities for local 
populations

• Precarious labour 
conditions

• Environmental
considerations

• Sovereignty and political
instability



Risks

Source: World Bank global study



Links between land and water
• Water a (the?) key

resource
• Water basins: Nile, 

Niger, Zambesi, Tana, 
Omo, Tana, etc

• Water extraction 
apparently not 
regulated in many
contracts

• Focus in regulatory
proposals primarily on 
land, not water



Responses
• Research, Regulation, Resistance



Research
• IIED/FAO/IFAD: 5 countries in Africa 

(2009) 
• World Bank: 20+ countries globally 

(2010)
• GTZ: four countries in Asia and 

Africa (2010)
• FIAN: 2 countries in Africa (2010)
• SNV: 5 countries West Africa (2009) 

+ 6 countries (2010)
• Club du Sahel with ILC: West Africa 

region (2010) 
• ROPPA/IDRC: 5 countries in West 

Africa (2010)
• ‘land deals politics initiative’

IDS/PLAAS,etc (2010)
• ILC 35 studies cross-sector (2010)



ILC Research project
• Collaboration between civil society, research 

organisations, individual experts
• Technical coordination by CIRAD
• 35 thematic, case studies and regional overviews
• Studies and synthesis report to be launched end 

2010



ILC: Commercial Pressures on 
Land portal 
ILC Commercial Pressures on Land Blog
www.landcoalition.org/cpl-blog 
• Tagged articles, research papers, 

multimedia (>1100)
• Events, processes
• Biweekly mailout
• Online from July: Global Matrix of 

investment-related land 
transactions: reports, verification, 
spatial representation, with crowd-
sourcing from 2011

• Partnership with CIRAD, Oxfam-
Novib, University of Bern and in-
country partners



Regulation: Governance
1. FAO’s Voluntary Guidelineson Responsible on 

Responsible Governance of Land and other 
Natural Resources

2. Framework and Guidelines for Land Policy in 
Africa

Characteristics:
• Focus on wider land governance, but can incl land 

transactions
• Developed through participatory processes, broad

legitimacy
Challenges:  
• Investor interest highest where governance is

weakest
• specificity



Regulation: Investment
1. WB/FAO/IFAD/UNCTAD: 7 Principles for Responsible Agricultural 

Investment that Respects Rights, Livelihoods and Resources
2. IFPRI: 5 Key elements for a code of conduct for foreign land 

acquisition 
3. BMZ: 6 Basic Principles on the Purchase and Leasing of Large 

Areas of Land in Developing Countries
4. World Bank: tools for responsible agricultural investment 

www.responsibleagroinvestment.org
Characteristics
• Focus on agricultural investment
• Non-enforceable
Challenges:
• Articulation with existing frameworks, eg Equator principles, Roundtables

on sustainable biofuels & palm oils, EITI, Santiago Accord, Equator 
Principles

• Acceptance as normative reference depends on extent of support 



Regulation: Human rights
1. Special Rapporteur on the 

Right to Food: 11 Minimum 
Human Rights 
Principles Applicable to Large-
Scale Land Acquisitions or 
Leases

Characteristics:
• Appeals to existing human rights

mechanisms
Challenges:
• Gaining acceptance or influencing

investment-related principles



Resistance

Characteristics:
• Large-scale

agriculture inherently
socially, 
environmentally and 
economically
damaging

Challenges:
• Meaningful influence 

on ongoing
investment processes

FIAN, LVC, FoodFirst, etc: Campaign to stop 
landgrabbing



Overall challenges in responding
1. Linking land, water and other natural resources in 

understanding impacts and 
2. Using the “land grabbing” phenomena as a 

springboard for coordinated efforts to scale up and 
advance efforts to strengthen collective land and water 
rights and economic opportunities of the rural poor

3. Understanding the social and political dimensions of 
land in addition to economic factors, shaping rural 
societies  

4. Balancing urgency (of protecting rights or facilitating 
investment?) with need for information and inclusion in 
identifying solutions

5. Hearing the voices of those most affected




Objective
• to enable a wider diversity of stakeholder groups to 

influence the nature of global responses to large-scale land 
acquisitions and to consider their alternatives 

Launched by
• A global CSO: Action Aid International
• A Global IGO-CSO coalition: ILC
• Three farmer organisations: AFA, COPROFAM, ROPPA
Expected outcome
• Increased awareness of what is happening in terms nature 

of the deals, initial impacts on the ground
• Improved understanding of the arguments behind what is 

being proposed by various parties
 Positions and responses by the various parties and more informed 

by available evidence and by the alternatives perspectives on the 
phenomenon


